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Themes of today

� What do we owe to one another?

� Obligations generated by the economy

� Obligations generated by inequality



Misfortune and Injustice

�Concepts

�Examples

�Purpose

�Implications�Implications



19th Century Political Economy

�Starting points

�Demographic change

�Economic growth

� nationalization� nationalization

� “robber barons”: Carnegie, Rockefeller

�The right to private property

� Reconstruction

� anti-paternalism

� economic theory



The Science of Society

�Sociology

�Scientific imperatives

� the law of nature



A New Gilded Age?



CEOs’ pay as a multiple of the average worker’s pay





The Politics of Necessity

�William Graham Sumner, “Sociology”

�Nature, scarcity, and struggle

� law of population

� law of diminishing returns� law of diminishing returns

�Progress

� capital

�Social Darwinism

� Herbert Spencer

� survival of the fittest



William Graham Sumner

�1840-1910

�Episcopal priest

�Yale professor

�Prolific writer�Prolific writer

� “The Absurd Attempt to Make the World Over”

� “That it is not Wicked to be Rich”

� “Protectionism, the -Ism Which Teaches that 

Waste Makes Wealth” 
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The Forgotten Man

�The pathetic instinct

�benevolence

�The forgotten man

� [A + B]: C ⇒ D� [A + B]: C ⇒ D

�Wealth and poverty

� creating and  consuming wealth

� deserving and undeserving poor

�Nature’s remedy



The Neutral State

�The lessons of history

�The true meaning of liberty

� freedom and contract



Lochner v. New York (1905)

�Overview

�Significance

� judicial activism

� substantive vs. procedural due process

�Substantive due process

� source of rights?

�Policy, police, and political science

� “ward of the state”

�Dissenting opinions

� Harlan; Holmes
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The End (for now)


